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Further to the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003 , and in accordance 
with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicants hereby submit a 
copy of a European Search Report dated July 5, 2007, with respect to European Patent 
Application No. EP 07 10 6782, which is a counterpart of the instant application. Applicants also 
submit herewith a partial English language translation of the Communications/Minutes (Annex) 
to the Search Report for the Examiner's consideration and review. The European Examiner cited: 

(1) European Patent Application Publication No. EP 0 289 477 A, published November 2, 
1988. This document is categorized in the European Search Report as an "X" document, i.e., as 
particularly relevant when considered alone, with regard to Claims 1, 5, 6, 8-10, and 12 of the 
European Application, with reference made to Claim 4, the Figures, Column 6 (lines 6-55), and 
Column 7 (line 45) to Column 8 (lines 22) of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, 



Sir: 
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as this document is cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003, a copy is 

not submitted herewith. 

(2) U.S. Patent No. 5,092,962 (KOSKI), issued March 3, 1992. This document is 
categorized in the European Search Report as an "A" document, i.e., technological background, 
with regard to Claim 1 of the European Application, with reference made to the Abstract, the 
Figures, and Column 4 (lines 44-68) of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as this 
document is cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003, a copy is not 
submitted herewith. 

(3) German Patent Application Publication No. DE 196 54 198, published June 25, 1998. 
This document is categorized in the European Search Report as a "D" document, i.e., cited in the 
specification, as well as an "A" document, with regard to Claims 2 and 3 of the European 
Application, with reference made to the Abstract, the Figures, Column 4 (lines 42-62), and 
Column 7 (line 61) to Column 2 (line 2) of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as 
this document is cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003, a copy is not 
submitted herewith. 

(4) German Patent Application Publication No. DE 196 54 197, published June 25, 1998. 
This document is categorized in the European Search Report as a "D" document, as well as an 
"A" document, with regard to Claims 3,5, and 6 of the European Application, with reference 
made to the Abstract, the Figures, Column 3 (Lines 28-45), and Column 4 (lines 7-59) of the 
cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as this document is cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003, a copy is not submitted herewith. 

(5) European Patent Application Publication No. EP 0 852 273 A, published July 8, 1998. 
This document is categorized in the European Search Report as a "D" document, as well as an 
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"A" document, with regard to Claim 8 of the European Application, with reference made to 

Column 3 (lines 22-25) and Figure 2 of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as this 

document is cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed August 4, 2004, a copy is not 

submitted herewith. However, Applicants note U.S. Patent No. 6,228,221 Bl (LOSER et al.), 

issued May 8, 2001, is identified by the Annex to the Search Report as a U.S. Patent family 

member; 

(6) International Publication No. WO 98/00604 Al, published January 8, 1998. This 
document is categorized in the European Search Report as a "D" document, as well as an "A" 
document, with regard to Claim 10 of the European Application, with reference made to the 
Abstract and Figure 1 of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as this document is 
cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 3, 2003, a copy is not submitted 
herewith. 

(7) International Publication No. WO 97/43483 Al, published November 20, 1997. This 
document is categorized in the European Search Report as an "A" document, with regard to 
Claim 1 1 of the European Application, with reference made to the Abstract, Figures 1 and 2, and 
Examples 1 and 2 of the cited document. Furthermore, Applicants note, as this document is cited 
in the Information Disclosure Statement filed August 4, 2004, a copy is not submitted herewith. 
However, Applicants note U.S. Patent No. 6,350,349 Bl (HERMANS et al.), issued February 26, 
2002, is identified by the Annex to the Search Report as a U.S. Patent family member; 

A copy of the Search Report for European Patent Application No. EP 07 10 6782 and a 
completed copy of the PTO-1449 Form listing the identified U.S. Patent family members of 
items (5) and (7) are being submitted herewith. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to 
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consider these documents and to indicate such consideration by returning a signed and initialed 

copy of the PTO-1449 Form with the next official communication. 

Further to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to partially waive the 
requirements under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(i) and (iii), copies of the U.S. Patents cited above are 
not enclosed herewith. However, if any copies are needed, the Examiner is respectfully requested 
to contact the undersigned. 

Applicants note that as each document cited in the counterpart application was previously 
cited and only U.S. Patent family members of previously cited items (5) and (7) are identified for 
consideration by the Examiner, no certification is required for the Examiner's consideration of 
these items. Moreover, no fee is believed necessary to ensure consideration of the above-cited 
material. 

If there should be any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number listed below. 



July 30, 2007 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 



Respectfully ^^tfbmi 
Thomas, 




leil F. Greenblum 
Reg. No. 28,394 



Robert W. Mueller 
Reg. Wo. 35,043 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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